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wfughal historians are generally silent on the position 


ef women, in general, thus working women have 
received mo exclusive attention. Abul Fazl, a court 
wistorian of Akbar, refers to few professional women 


water carriers, fuel collectors, yoghurt and 
butter makers etc. but ails to give any detail regarding 
I | miniature and paintings 

hed much light on the working condition of 
accupational women. Besides, we find a considerable 
=nce in Bhakti and Sufi literature as well as in the 
secount of foreign travellers. In addition to these 


j 


-_ 
accounts we. fortunately possess a first-hand account 


“uugheal noble Abdur Rahim Khan- 
3 r Shobha has not yet received 
the attention of the modern writers which it deserves. 
e in this paper to reconstruct 


n mad 
the position of working women on the basis of Nagar 


Nagar Shobhameans ‘the beauty of town’, written by 


Abdur Rehim Khan-i-Khananin Brajlanguage. Khan-1- 
Khananwas a prominent noble in the Mughal Court. 
12S not only contributed as an army officer but 
also known as a poet of Braj, Sanskrit and Persian 
literature!. ‘Nagar Shobha’ is a collection of some 
couplets but place and date of it compilation has not 


mire of Adanced § iy, Department of History, Aligarh Muslim University, 

“Spark. 202902, 

LER ~~ arr } ce 
aa Nawaz me fdoaths ir-ul-Urarah, tr. by H. Beveridge, (Delhi: Low Pn 

0. 1979), Vol pp. 50-65. 
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4. In this text, Ne aie has not 
:. r, who were sell; 
‘bed women shop keeps Selling 
y descr . also described different caste of 
some goods a ticipation in economic activities 
nd their parliclp - | 
nen have argued that Khan-i-Khanan has 
! udy with AbulFazl and Peter 
qv we may find many differences between them 
aa Rhanei-Khanan. AbulFazl described Khushroz 
“am organized by Akbar at Fatehpur Sikri where 
a women are found selling various types of 
ornaments and other things.2 These women did not 
belong to the aristocratic class OF the Mughal court 
and Harem rather they belonged to the villages and 
town. It is in this backdrop that Khan-i-Khanan tries to 


t the picture of the working women who belonged 
Say for example Khan-i- 


described © 


depic 
to the lower class society. 
Khanansays about grass cutter woman — 


aaa al, erarsaca1ry | 
agente, HANES | P 


Meaning- The scene here describes a woman cutting 
grass is not concerned about her beauty, for she 
knows it (beauty) does not last long. 


Se ae ee 


2 4 


2011). 286- bss 

ro pa oa _ on Richard Carnac Temple (ed.), The Travels of Peter 

also, M. A. Ament M Asia 16081667, the Hakluyt Society London, 1914. S&° 
» £uropean Travellers under the Mughals, Idarah-i-Adabiyal- 


i-Delli, Delhi. 209¢ , 

their shops and ae During the reign of Jahangir, women were organ! 

Apart from these, there eae to Padshshah Jahangir and his court nobles. 
vide women, « Some women brokers who introduced to Badshah 
Vidhyanivas MM. and a | 
| VaniPrakashan, 2010), 7 ta lanish, (ed.) Rahim Granthavali (New Delh: 
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Women Were so active in the Mughal period that 
can be seen from Mughal miniatures. They worked at 
construction sites. Women labour were used supply to 
bricks, pounding and breaking of stones and bricks, 
and supply to mixed lime and other things.4 We, 
however, do not find any mention of their wages. 
Although, during the period of ‘Alla’ud-din Khilaji 
(1296-1316), we may sce that the rate of women slaves 
who performed daily household chores was 5 to 12 
tankas, while the rate of housemaid and concubines 
was 20-40 tankas.° It shows that women were paid 
less than men. Apart from this, women also worked on 
spinning wheel, because spinning was regarded 
considered women’s job and sold spinning yarns in the 
Jocal market. Women also assisted in washing and 
drying cloth with their family members. Wool industry 
also included large labour of women were also 
employed in the textile industry in Kashmir.’ They also 
worked with their husband and families to prepare the 
thread and raw silk, production of cotton textiles with 
helped their husband to sell these commodities in the 





‘A. J. Qaisar, Building construction in Mughal India; The Evidence from 
Painting (Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1988), p. 28. 7 
* Zia ud Din Barani, Tarikh-i FirozShahi, tr. in Eng, Ishtiyaq Ahmad Zilh, 
Primus Books, New Delhi, 2015, p. 192: See also, IrfanHabib, (cd,), 
Lhartiyaltihas me Madhyakal, trans, by Ramesh Ravat, (Delhi: ( jaranthShilpi, 
2002), 34. See also, Rukhsanalftikhar, “labor Class of Women in Mughal India 
A Research Journal of South Asian Studies, Vol. 27, 01, Jan-June 2012, pp. 241- 
242, 

" Alexsendra [, Chichrov, Mughalkalin Bharat kiArthikSanrachana, \. by 
Mangalnath Singh, (Delhi; GaranthShilpi, 2003), p. 48. _ | 

” Bernier, Sone ; the Mogul Empire 1656-1668, ed, V.A, Smith, Oxford 
University Press, London, 1916, p. 419. 
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market. SXhan-rAhanan mentioned a woman sellin, 


SiK - 





Meaning- A woman selling silk in the market, but he; 
eves are very delightful. Her silken cloth attracts 
immensely. 


Some miniature of Mughal period shows tha: 
women controlling local shops as well. Where, a 
women sweets seller trying to convince people 
purchase sweets, women fishmonger women selling 
fishes, as well as a ghost (milk-seller) women trying to 
sell milk.!°Khan-i-Khanan also describe a gujan(milk- 
seller) women hawking yogurt door to door- 


FAGAN LANG ea Ucis | 
Tina & fata, Pee 4 2s 1 
Uecislgaaicrate, peldceinlara jl. 


Meaning- A beautiful and young Gujrilady with a 
vessel of curd on her head, smiling and talking to her 
customers smiling, she is trying to show her then the 
price of yoghurt. 


In fifteen century Vidhyapati Thakur mentions 
about Jaunpur market, where some bania women 


$e 


é 
. Robert a 7 
op. 43 oo ss Historical Fragmements of the Mughal Empire, London, 1805, 


*.Vidhyani ni 
avi “ic iste Rahim, p. 107. 
| on |  NadeemRezayj “Mug ain 
ee, ; Mughal = Laghuchitron " 
a hyavargiyepeshoavampeshevaronkachitran ”, in Madhyakalin Bharat. ed. 


IrfanHabib (New Delhi: Raj 
poh ‘ Kajkamal, 2008), Vol. V 
-Vidhyanivas and Rajanish, Rahimp. ioe _ 
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were talking with their customers,'- But he has not 

mentioned about the goods they were trying to sell, In 
the Mughal period, men and women of Atjna or Aunyra 
caste sell green vegetable while same women hawking 
door to door.!S The rural women were also associated 
to selling their agricultural products in their local 
markets. A kachhtn (vegetable seller) woman was 
selling different types of vegetables in the village,'" A 
Braj language source Do SauBavanVaishnavan Nt 
Varta depicts a Kunjrt women belonging to lower caste, 
selling some vegetables in the market of Gokul during 
night, while on the other hand, the orders of Akbar (d, 
1605) upper caste people could not walk tn night, 
Some women were engaged in trade and they took 
minor works like some traders hired women for the 
cleaning grains and grinding them. '® Apart from these, 
they also performed ordinary work such preparation of 
liquor and plantation of tobacco, Khare Ahanan 
discussed woman shop keeper selling some types of 
vegetables- 


WATSON, VAIN 





* Vidhyapati Thakur, Airilata, ed, by RaburamSaksena,  (Varanast 
NagariPracharaniSabha 1989), p. 33, 

* ShireenMoosvi, Work and Gender in Pre-4 ‘olonial india, in People, Fanition 
and Trade in Mughal India, (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2008), p. 
148, 

* Gokulnath, Chaurasi Vaixshnavaki Varta, ed, Kamla Shankar Tripathi, (ttn 
Pradesh Hindi Samsthan, Lucknow, 2008, pp, 120-127; apart frou these, tH this 
text, Gokulnath recorded some relevant works of women like Spiniping, carrying 
Water, and collecting woods and cow dungs for the fils, 

-Gokulnath, Do SauBavanVaishnavan Ki Varta, Kalyan, Miunilvai, Sanna, 
L988, p. 134, 

-W.H. Moreland, India ar the Death of Akbar: An Hoononiie Nandy, Low Prive 
Publication, Delhi, 2011, p. 157, 

- Francois Berniersravely in the Mogul bmpire, ed, Vineent A, Sauth, 
MunshitamManoharlat Publishers Pvt. Lid., New Delhi, 2078, p. Att, 
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Ateet; No. 
152 ‘ 4 
$ aeaaermet < eorT 11" 
Gisoue 
ing- A dusky Kujrtwomen selling Sova Sag (King 
Meaning- 


but when someone tries to teases he, 


of vegetables), hem like Fag song. 


gut love she abuses t | | 

-‘naments were almost loved by ladies. Indian women 
or always been anxious to adorn even loaq 
themselves with a large variety of bulky 
ornaments. !9Banarsidas, a famous mer chant of textile 
and jewellery also sold precious stone like Muktq 
diamond, ruby and some other.?° But, we have found 
no suggestion of anything of this kind that women 
worked as jewellery shop-keepers. Abdur Rahim 
depicted about a Jeweller woman who Selling 
adornment- 


H aTeferard cea, ERR | 
wae Ta Tay, ceyeaarare | |" 


Meaning- When the jeweller women while selling the 
réd Manik (a precious stone), her eyes just went down 


seeming like a precious necklace has broken and 
Spread down. 


Entertainment 


| Entertainment was an essential part in Mughal 
India for occupational people 


” Vidhyani | 

i. “pee and Rajanish, Rahim, 105. 

he ; ~hopra, Life and Letters under 

me elhi, 1976, p. 14. lis 
‘Manarasidas 4 

Deli 2098 a ee tathanak, trans. by R 


23 


Mughals, Ashajanak Publication. 


’1 Pp. ohiniChowdhury, Penguin, New 
‘“lChyanivas and Rajanish, Rahim 103 
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of Nat men and women were accor ished in singin 
and dancing. Amir Khusro shestetiead sete al 
men and women jesters and SsInfers on the OCCA ee of 
the marriage of Khusro- son of Alla-ud-din Khilji.44 
Apart from these, dancer girls also showed off their 
dancing and singing skill in the parties and special 
accasion for the purpose of entertainment royal nobles 
and clite class people. Apart from these, some 
women also enjoyed the pleasure of chaupad (chess) in 
leisure. *4That performance was state patronage. 
Khan-t-Khanan has also mentioned about a 
Tamashaperformed by a nat girl- 


ara Ue) Teter, Hraearciayrey_ | 
THis a Gad, seawersrary 1" 


Meaning- A caste of nat girl showing Tamasha walking 
on while balancing a bamboo stick in her hands, the 
audience watching her is in awe of her skill. 


Some women were maestro in the Mughal period 
and participated in the parties and performed very well 
with their sweet and soft voice which was distracting 
to people.2°Pietra Della Valle remarked the women 
singers and dancers in Khambayat region, who were 
practiced for their performance in their houses. Their 





2 Amir Khusrau, Ashika, trans. by S A ARizvi in Khiljikalin Bharat, Rajkamal, 


New Delhi, 2005, p. 173. 
. Abdul QadirBadayuni, Muntkhab 
Ranking, Atlantic Publishers & Distributers, 
* Gokulnath, Dou SauChaurasiVaishnava 
Dwarika Das Parikh, Shuddhadvet Academy, 
1544. 
ag tthyanivas and Rajanish, Rahim, .109. ‘ih. adits 
“Manrique, M. A. Ansari, European Travellers under the Mughats, taaran-| 
Adabiayat-icDelli, Delhi, 2009, 53; See_—_ also, Gokulaas, 
ChaurasiVaishnavakiVarta, p. 194, he mentioned about a dancing cas : the 
market place of Agra, who was singing khyal and tappa songs 1n the crowed. 


-utTawarikh, Vol. 1, tr. in Eng. George S. A. 
New Delhi, 1990, p. 102. 
nKiaVarta, ed. BrajBhushan and 


Kankarouli, pp. 76-78. 
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nents were indigenous and light such 


musical instrut | i" 
hich make much sound. 


as bell, drum, W 

Manueci mentions that some | women who 
entertain with telling a story and eating pan (bete] 
leaf\.28 But Manucci has not mentioned the wages of 
those women. About a women performer- Magicians 
and acrobats were appreciated 1n the Mughal period. 
Pelsaerts invoked some jesters and acrobats in Agra 
Bazar during the seventeen century,?? but the 
participation of women performers is not depicted 
here. Babur also described some gagman, dancer as 
well as singers. But here not certain how many women 
participated and in which program. Because of these 
performer were market and street performer. Bernier 
remarked some female performer of dance and singing 
in a market fair where Shah Jahan visited and enjoyed 
a ravishing movement.?°Khan-1-Khanan saying 


APRA, Wercsrayrshay_ | 
CHITRA, Taare A | 


Meaning- A Bajigarin (acrobat woman) presenting her 


gambit with love, men forget his duty show her beauty 
and looks. 


Apart from these, music was a_ part. of 
entertainment in the society, not only royal families or 
nobles were enjoying that all types of music, on the 
contrary, every class of people were apprehended in 


ee ee 
” Ibid, p. 109. 


‘NiccolaoManucci, Storia Do Mo ; 
, + & or, V . , 
Indian, Calcutta, 1966, p.62. gor, Vol. I, trans. by W. Irvine, Education 


. Francois Pelsart, Jahangir's tnej 
: penne girs India, 1 : avle, 
Low Price Publication New Dethi of rans. by W. H. Moreland and P. Gayl 
_ fee aiapeoryr i 1925, p.72. 
31 455 et, P. 274. See aslo, Tevernier, I, p. 337, 
Vidhyanivas and Rajanish, Rahim, 113 


Scanned with CamScanner 





a 
a 


Working Worten in the Mughal Period: A Study Based on .... | 


Ae composition of streets music. The participation of 
rhe women Was as dancers, singers and player of some 
musical instruments. Once, one occasion, which Shah 
Jahan invited for a banquet by his father in law Ashaf 
Khan, where he was treated with delighted a delicious 
meal. At the home of Asaf Khan. After the royal meal, 
they enjoyed dance and classical music by a group of 
sirls.32 In this way, on the market street of Agra, a 
female dancer was dancing with a singing khyaltappa 
song, in which crowd was enjoying with an 
indomitable spirit of affection.ssKhan-t Khanan also 
remarked a woman who was singing a song with 
playing dafali instrument. 
ARIST ST YI, 
TTS TIEHoeldteNHirarws [q144 | | 
Veit weno, sata & YW, 
‘ 3 
AAG FUME || 


Meaning- A musician woman who is lost her 
heart in the love of her lover, but she forgotten all the 


affection of love and pain and playing dafali 


instrument. 
Other occupation 

During sixteenth and seventeenth-century some 
women were also appointed at the post of the security 
guard, (chowkidar) in the area of the royal harem. Jahangir 
mentioned that he appointed some women for the security 





" Fray Sebastian Manrique, 7ravels of Fray SebastienManrique 1629-1643, tr. 
in Eng. EckfordLuard, Oxford University Press, London, 1927, p. 219. 
Gokulnath, ChaurasiVaishnav Ki Varta, p. 194. 
-Vidhyanivas and Rajanish, Rahim, 126. 
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purpose at the gate.4° Unfortunately, he did not inform 
about common or villagers women and their Participation. 
Female was also considered as a nurse and appointed fo, 
hospitality and healing. Apart from these some women of 
lower castes like Bhatin, sweeper (mehtarani) worked in 
Sarat. Their duty included cleaning rooms, preparing bed 
etc. and earned per room cleaning 1 to 3 paiseeachper 
room, Peter Mundy mentioned that some women working 
in Sarai on the job of caters.36 This facility was started by 
Sher Shah Suri which shell in practices the Mughal 
period.*’Khan-i-Khananalso say about a Bhatyarin woman- 


WANTS’, Waa BS se | 
crefeanresik a, wafers | (°° 
Meaning- A Bhatin woman waiting for tripper with 


downcast, her behaviour in day infuriate while in the 
night she behaves in cool manner. 


Women’s education was so poor as well as their 
role was very limited in the Mughal period. We have 
very less information about the education system for 
working women in Mughals times. The widows of 
middle-class families conducted private schools in 
their houses for the benefit of the daughters of poor 
people.*°AbulFazl has described women nursing caring 
for children. These nurses and midwives also appear 
in Mughal paintings, but Abdur Rahim says nothing 
eee 


™ Jahangir, Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, tr. in Eng. Alexander Rogers, Royal Asiatic 
Society, London, 1909, p. 440. 


Peter Mundy,7ravels in Asig 1608-1617, The Haklutat Society, London, 
1914, Vol. II, p. 121. 


** IrfanHabib, TheAgrarian System of Mughal India 1556-1707, Oxford 


University Press, New Delhi, 2014, p. 28. 
-Vidhyanivas and Rajanish, Rahim, 107. 


 -Rukhsanalftikhar, Indian Feminism Gender, Class, and Identity in Medieval 
Ages, (Chennai: National Press, 2016), pp. 160-61, 
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on the condition of these women. Women were also 
assisted along with her husband as a supplementary 
worker like washing cloth, drying up, dying cloth and 
some other. Khan-i-Khanan depicted the condition of a 
washerwoman- 


qaqa Hi, AEE A Ue | 
x fhe UZ ; | ert i 


Meaning- A washerwomen who fell down in love that 
she has forgotten everything, now she supplying 
washed cloth door to door. 


In the fourteenth- fifteenth centuries, a Sanskrit 
text, Kashi-Khand, also mentioned a discretion of 
occupational ladies, who belonged with different caste 
viz. malin, kumharin, telin, and weaver etc. who 
performed their work and earned their live hood.*} 
Malik Muhammad Jaysi also mentioned some working 
women like water-carrier, yogert seller and 
fisherwomen etc. who were working for their 
surviving.42 Even some Brahmin widows engaged in 
the weaving work. Abdur Rahim mentioned some kind 
of women who performed professional works with their 


Siero sears 
éhrefrarractert fla Fa sey || 51 
Ardiaftefintateaiaeh & Fer | 


_, Vidhyanivas and Rajanish, Rahim, 115. 
‘KarunakarTripathi (ed.), Kashikhanda, Vol. I], Sampurnanand Sanskrit 
University, Varanasi, 2016, pp. 598-599. Different caste of occupational women 
Malik Muhammad Jaysi, Padmavat, ed. & tr. in Hindi 
VasudevSharanA grawal, LokbhartiPrakashan, Allahabad, 2010, p. 130. 


husbands. 
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: be said that Abdur Rahim Khap.;. 

yh aN and society in Mughal India 
Khanan described bazaar ‘at 4 
In this text Khan-i-Khanan used ornamen anguage 
it is an important source, which we as historians 
cannot afford is ignore. This text deals with the 
condition of women, her occupation, shops, caste in 
society. So it may be to say that we may use this 
source as supplementary with Mughal painting and 
miniature. The author here is very much focused on 
the lower sections of society. He clearly depicts the 
various scenes which stand testimony to this. The 
various couplets at different situations clearly reveal 
that the various occupations with which women were 
associated with. Say for example the women employed 
in jewellery, shop-keeping, selling vegetables, the 
women washers etc. besides this there were other 
occupations as well in which these women were 
actively engaged in like dancing, rope trick, metal 


artisans and pottery. A considerable number of women 
has been depicted as dyers and washers. 


[58 


